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The CAC was established through a generous gift from   

Eleanore Woods Beals, '50, and her husband, Vaughn Beals.          

Additional support comes from the Fatta Foundation and 

the Healthy Living Fund.  
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In 2015-2016, the CAC’s fifth academic year of programming, our team worked collaboratively to enhance our 

established programs. We strengthened the curriculum of both citizenship classes and Buffalo Beginnings 

newcomer children’s program seeking out national and international best practices, applicable research and 

resources. Additionally, we expanded our assessment model to include exit interviews with Buffalo State student 

participants and found that student learning was most significant in programs that were led by a community 

volunteer, leaders from the West Side’s many ethnic/linguistic communities. 

Simultaneously, we expanded our grant writing efforts with a particular focus on identifying funding for         

additional staff and for our unpaid community volunteers. In the first four years of the CAC, one staff member 

coordinated programming for 1,139 youth with the assistance of community volunteers and Buffalo State 

volunteers and service-learners. Under the direction of Jericho Road Community Health Center, the CAC 

citizenship classes now receive funding through a New York State Office for New Americans grant. Additional 

support came from Buffalo State through the securing of a second state line to support direct programs. Win 

Min Thant was selected to be the Education Coordinator and currently works to support the learning of both 

Buffalo State and community students. With this additional staffing we will see expanded opportunities and 

impacts for our Buffalo State and community students. 

Our relationships with our community coordinators significantly deepened this year. We initiated a “Global 

Potluck” volunteer appreciation event at the end of every semester that created more opportunities for informal 

conversation and exchanges. CAC continued its sponsorship of our neighborhood festivals Peace, Love and 

Grant Street and the Taste of  Diversity. Additionally, we began 

a new campus partnership with the Buffalo State South East 

Asian Week and coordinated a community panel titled 

“Refugees in Buffalo: Stories, Struggles and Successes.” 

Continued efforts to expand opportunities for intercultural 

dialogue to impact Buffalo State and community student 

learning is a growing priority as we begin planning for our next 

year. 

 

 

 

Maureen McCarthy, CAC Program Director 

 
 

Mohamed Aakil 
Grade 3 
 
Mohamed Aakil is originally from Morocco, and speaks 
Arabic. He joined the Buffalo Beginnings program at 
Buffalo Public International School #45 in spring 2016. 
He loved to come into the program at the end of the 
school day to get help with his homework and to read 
story books. He enjoyed learning new words and playing 
word games. He is very descriptive and loves to share 
stories about Morocco and the Arabic language with 
volunteer assistant teachers from Buffalo State. 
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The Buffalo Public School Drop-in Center is a collaborative 
refugee/immigrant initiative designed to reach out to our 
parents within the district. It is an opportunity for parents to 
meet with The Department of Multilingual Education staff and 
interpreters to get information, ask questions or seek assistance 
with communication as it relates to their child’s schooling. The 
Drop-in Center utilizes space made available to the District 
through Buffalo State Community Academic Center (CAC).  
This space is ideal in that it is centrally located within the 
community and accessible by common bus routes.   

Drop-in Center dates occur monthly and hours are 
accommodating to parents who are working and/or attending 
ESL classes. Interpreters are made available through Journey’s 
End Refugee Service’s School Impact Program and are on site 
to cover the top 5 languages of families settling into the Buffalo 
area. This initiative has been successful at not only reaching out 
to various cultural groups, but also reaching out to schools that 
might not have the translation support. Donated 
clothing/uniforms, household items, toys/books, and hygiene 
products are also distributed on a regular basis. This is the 
fourth year that the Buffalo Public Schools has offered a Drop-
in Center for our immigrant/refugee families and since its 
inception it has served over 500 families. We look forward to 
our continued partnership in the years to come. 

Linda Scinta,  

Department of Multilingual Education, Buffalo Public Schools   

Multilingual Parent Drop-in Center  

 COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS  

In early December, the Grant Ferry 

Business association organized its fifth 

annual holiday celebration, Peace, Love, 

& Grant Street. The CAC opened its 

doors to Buffalo State students and 

community members who were 

welcome to share snacks and hot cocoa 

while engaging in service.  In total, 30 

visitors worked together to create 

blankets, scarves, and moppet keychains 

for inclusion in welcome kits that will be 

given to newcomer youth attached to 

our programs.   

Peace, Love & Grant Street 

This past year on June 25th the CAC 

participated in our Grant Street 

neighborhood’s Taste of Diversity Festival. The 

annual festival featured live music, dance 

and food representing the area’s many 

ethnic and cultural communities and 

groups. The CAC staff and Dr. Podolesfsky 

AmeriCorps ABLEs coordinated a Family 

Fun Zone to provide free educational 

activities to children participating in the 

daylong event.  

 

The Taste of  Diversity   



 

 

In recent years, Buffalo has become home to a growing number of 

newcomers from around the world. Due to its affordable housing 

options and economic opportunities, close to 1,500 refugees settle in 

the area annually, particularly in Buffalo’s West Side neighborhood. 

Although Buffalo State College is situated in close proximity to the 

largest neighborhood of newcomers, many of the college’s students and professors have not had an 

opportunity to interact with our newest Buffalonians. This event provided a forum in which         

newcomer members of our community were able to share their experiences with community       

members, Buffalo State College students and staff. “Refugees in Buffalo: Stories, Struggles, and     

Successes” took place on March 9, 2016 with Rubens Mukunzi, publisher of the Karibu News, as the 

moderator of the event, and attracted an audience of over 40 people. Members of Buffalo’s refugee 

communities were introduced and then shared their experiences. A panel of three, Govinda Subedi, 

Romana Mahak Begum, and Doris Noh spoke about their home country and their transition to living 

in Buffalo. Each panelist highlighted successes they achieved and challenges they encountered abroad 

and in Buffalo.  

 “Refugees in Buffalo:                                

Stories, Struggles and Successes” 
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Research  
“Because It Actually Mattered This Time”: Preservice Teachers Participatory Learning In An 
After School Digital Writing Workshop For Urban Youth” 
James Cercone, English Department 
• National Council of Teachers of English Convention, Atlanta, GA – November 17-20, 2016 
 
“Citizenship Pathways Research Project: A Study of Access to Citizenship of Refugee Populations 
in the United States” 
Maureen McCarthy, CAC  
• American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Denver, CO – November 17-22, 2015 
 
“Measuring Student Learning Outcomes at Buffalo Beginnings” 
Elizabeth Kuttesch and Maureen McCarthy, CAC 
• SUNY Buffalo State Faculty and Staff Research and Creativity Fall Forum – October 29, 2015 

 
“Place-based University-Community Partnerships: Multilingual Programs Responding to the 
Educational Needs of Buffalo's Refugee Communities” 
John Siskar and Maureen McCarthy, CAC 
• Coalition for Urban and Metropolitan Universities Conference, Omaha, Nebraska –October 11-13, 2015 
 
“Refugees and Social (In)justice: Multilingual Programs Responding to the Educational Needs of 
Buffalo's Refugee Communities” 
Ba Zan Lin, Eric Gerschbacher, Erik Nevius, Faustina Sein, John Siskar, Govinda Subedi,      
Marta Cieslak, Maureen McCarthy, and Win Min Thant, CAC 
• Equity and Social Justice Conference, Buffalo, NY – March 7, 2015  
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 Dallas Taylor completed a term of service as a Dr. Aaron 

Podolefsky AmeriCorps ABLE member on November of 2015.  

He was drawn to the CAC out of a desire to serve the Buffalo 

community.  As a tech-savvy journalism major, he put his 

talents to work by leading the CAC’s mobile library project.  

Thanks to a grant from University Presbyterian Church, Dallas 

worked with our community coordinators to record the U.S. 

citizenship exam material in multiple languages so that students 

would have the opportunity to take the recordings home to 

study independently.  Dallas feels that this professional working 

experience was very valuable and gave him confidence in his 

ability to pursue his goals. Dallas was awarded the Phillip Santa 

Maria Award for Student Leadership in Equity and Campus 

Diversity in May of 2016. 

In 2013 Eleanor Woods Beals ’50 and Vaughn Beals provided 

support for a Fellowship program to honor the memory of 

Buffalo State’s eighth President, Dr. Aaron Podolefsky, a 

committed advocate for community engagement and the 

advancement of education opportunities for Buffalo’s youth and 

families. The Podolefsky AmeriCorps ABLEs at the CAC are 

enrolled into the AmeriCorps ABLE community service program 

and receive an education award at the conclusion of their terms of 

service.  In 2015-2016, 16 new members enrolled as AmeriCorps 

ABLEs and will complete a total of  6,900 hours in 2016.   

Ashley McKillip 

Ashley Weselak 

Aye Bay Na Sa 

Aye Min Thant 

Cheyanne Smith 

Doris Noh 

Govinda Subedi 

Holly Sharifoglu 

 

Katie Vitali 

Kendry Brown 

Ko Meh 

Lily Garcia 

Marilyn Wang 

Mary Carmen Perez 

Nick Irion 

Sumitra Archarya 

Win Min Thant 

Dr. Aaron Podolesfsky AmeriCorps ABLEs 



Community Coordinators @ the CAC 

Faustina Sein is from Burma 

and speaks Burmese, Karen 

and English. She graduated 

from Myanmar Union 

Adventist Seminary (MUAS) 

with BA in Education and 

received a Master’s degree in Education from 

Adventist International Institute of Advanced Studies 

while in the Philippines. She currently is a UB student 

working towards her Masters in Social Work. She 

began at the CAC in 2012 to support community 

members to become U.S. citizens. 

Govinda Subedi is from 

Bhutan and speaks Nepali, 

Hindi, and English. He 

graduated from North 

Bengal University with a 

degree in business. He 

became involved at the 

CAC in 2014 because he 

wanted to provide citizenship and language and culture 

classes for his community members. He is currently an 

interpreter and caseworker at Jericho Road Hope 

Refugee Drop-in Center.  

As a testament to the CAC’s value and impact, a new full-time position was 
created and approved by Buffalo State. The CAC welcomed Win Min Thant as 
a new Education Coordinator in February of 2016.  

Win’s primary responsibilities include coordinating the Buffalo Beginnings 
program for newcomer refugee youth as well as recruiting and supervising 
Buffalo State service-learners and volunteers in support of the CAC’s 
multilingual programs for youth and families. Win moved to Buffalo from 
Burma nearly ten years ago and began as a volunteer community coordinator at 
the CAC in 2014. Win received her Bachelor’s in Environmental Studies from 
SUNY Buffalo and is currently pursuing a Master’s in Education. 

New Education Coordinator @ the CAC 

Aye Min Thant arrived 

in Buffalo from Burma 

and partnered with the 

CAC to provide 

Burmese language and 

culture classes for 

children in her 

community. She has also volunteered at the Burmese 

Community Support Center and for the SUNY 

Buffalo State Alternative Break Program. She currently 

studies fine arts at SUNY Buffalo State. 

Erik Nevius is a community 

liaison at the International 

Institute of Buffalo and an 

Adult English as a New 

Language teacher in Buffalo 

Public Schools. In 2012 he 

was invited to volunteer at the CAC when Faustina 

started the Karen citizenship classes. He also 

volunteers with the Pathways Program through the 

Erie Community College Community Partnership 

Program, supporting multilingual students to access 

needed educational information.  
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CAC Staff:  Adriana Ragland, AmeriCorps VISTA 2015-2016 

  Sara Grzetich, AmeriCorps VISTA 2016-2017 

  Maureen McCarthy, Program Director 

  Win Min Thant, Education Coordinator 

CAC Campus Advisors: Gary Welborn, Faculty, Sociology 

 John Siskar, Senior Advisor for Educational Pipeline Initiatives 

 Laura Hill Rao, Coordinator, Volunteer & Service-Learning Center 

SUNY Buffalo State  

Community Academic Center 

214 Grant Street Buffalo, NY 14213 

cac.buffalostate.edu 

cac@buffalostate.edu 

716-878-3289 
 

 

WEST SIDE        

PROMISE    

NEIGHBORHOOD 

2016 Emerging 

Leaders Program  

The CAC is facilitating the development of a West Side Promise 
Neighborhood network (WSPN).  The idea at the heart of the promise 
neighborhood is that “it takes a village to educate children.” Schools must 
open their doors to the community, and the community needs to walk 
through those doors.  Everyone who touches children’s lives, as they travel 
from cradle through career should, ideally, be on the same page about 
educational goals, objectives and practices, as much as possible.  The WSPN 
has been bringing together representatives from the Buffalo Public Schools; 
health and human service organizations; and other community-based 
organizations to build a network for planning, communications and 
collaboration.   

Supported by the Healthy Living Fund, the WSPN has had a very active 
year this year. A twenty five member core team composed of various 
community stakeholders, school officials and campus participants 
committed to meet monthly and to bring financial resources, personnel 
and/or expertise to the project. We also received training and guidance 
from a new source, PolicyLink, a national support organization for Promise 
Neighborhoods.   

We initiated a WSPN Emerging Leader Training Program where 14 leaders, 
reflecting the diversity of The West Side, participated in a two month 
program focused on community organization, power analysis, food justice, 
tenant rights, navigating systems and community health. Each was also 
assigned a mentor for the duration of the program. The goal of the program 
was twofold: honor a request made by West Side leaders to enhance their 
leadership skills and to strengthen the relationship of WSPN with the 
residents of the West Side.  

We also began a plan for a needs assessment and assessment mapping of the 
West Side doing an analysis of recently completed reports, community focus 
groups, and community meetings where we will share the findings.         
This will go a long way toward helping us to connect more directly with the 
neighborhood and complete a strategic plan by our target date of February 
2017. The WSPN was honored to be asked to be the lead community 
partner for the West Side Community Schools project by the Buffalo Public 
Schools.  


