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   In 2019-2020 CAC programming engaged 39 Buffalo State College students in educational 

programming for 133 community members. Programs included Buffalo Beginnings for 

newcomer refugee families, Citizenship Classes, English as a New Language, and the new 

Global Youth Leaders program. In September, the CAC also hosted a Citizenship Day event 

for 43 Buffalo State students, faculty, and Community students.  In light of COVID-19, the CAC 

has worked over the past several weeks to transition service-learning and community 

education programs to remote learning formats. Currently, CAC citizenship and ENL classes 

are taking place over Zoom, Facebook Live, as well as individualized phone calls. High School 

students in Global Youth Leaders have become pen pals with Buffalo State students and are 

also holding weekly Zoom meetings. Access to technology is the new focus for 

the CAC during our transition to remote learning.                                                                                                                                
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The CAC  was awarded a $35,000 grant 

to support the expansion of the Buffalo 

Beginnings Bridge program for 

newcomer families. The grant will fund a 

half-time family engagement specialist to 

expand the summer program for 

newcomer families in fall and spring. In 

addition, the family engagement 

specialist will coordinate a year-round 

STEM program for middle school English 

Language Learners at Buffalo Public School 45. The family engagement 

specialist will also coordinate family engagement events and activities for 

both the Bridge and STEM programs. The Buffalo Beginnings STEM program 

will run virtually in collaboration with the Buffalo State Science Education 

department. The curriculum will be project-based, and students Grades 5-8 

will be invited to participate in fun, home-based activities exploring STEM in 

their homes, communities, and universe. The Buffalo Beginnings Bridge 

program will run as a “class reunion” combining two previous summer cohorts 

of 2018 & 2019. This virtual curriculum for resettled families will focus on 

continued English literacy through engaging in interactive, STEM-based 

activities. 

 Buffalo Beginnings Expansion 
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With the unexpected 

COVID-19 interrupting 

the academic 

semester, the CAC made 

the transition to remote 

learning for English as a 

New Language and 

Citizenship classes.  

Students have been 

participating in 

individualized virtual 

lessons on a variety of platforms such as Facebook Messenger, WhatsApp, 

and FaceTime. These weekly sessions run three to four days a week  

between 30 and 45 minutes and provide students with opportunities to 

connect socially, continue developing their English skills and conversation, 

and work toward their citizenship interviews.  Fatima Hirsi passed 

the Citizenship Naturalization exam in January 2020 after months of hard 

work and regular attendance of our citizenship classes. Hay Thar is an 

exceptional and dedicated community student who attends ENL classes  

to further her language skills. Asking many questions, she is always curious 

and brings a wonderful sense of humor to class, as the English language has 

many nuances to laugh about. Hay Thar is also studying Citizenship material 

and has a growing interest in local and national political affairs.    

 Adult Education 
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Amer Alhassan, a Social 

Work service-learner, 

worked one-on-one with 

our Adult ENL learners and 

high schoolers in Global 

Youth Leaders. Amer went 

above and beyond his 

requirements as a service-

learner and became an 

integral part of our classes 

and community at the 

CAC, even after his hours 

were completed. Amer extended compassion and understanding to all of 

the community students and happily shared his time and energy by 

helping others succeed. His strong work ethic was seen by community 

students who always looked forward to working with him each week.   

Student Highlights 
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Ebla began studying for her citizenship at the CAC as part of the daytime 

class in the summer of 2019. She worked very hard learning all the material 

and how to read and write in English for the first time. We were incredibly 

happy to celebrate her naturalization this past fall and enjoy having her in 

our ENL classes where she continues her language development. Ebla’s goal 

is to learn more English and to vote in the upcoming election.    



Global Youth Leaders 
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In this new pilot program for multilingual students from Buffalo's high 

schools, CAC staff and Buffalo State students provided college, career, 

and community explorations. Students participated in weekly discussions, 

service activities, and went on three field trips to local colleges. Since the 

CAC programming has changed to remote instruction, the Global Youth 

Leaders have held weekly meetings on Zoom which include student-led 

activities such as origami, whipped coffee, and sewing masks. These 

activities will also help support the Family Fun Zone at this year’s virtual 

Taste of Diversity.    



 
Citizenship Day Event 

CAC Move 

The CAC is in the final phase of negotiations with People United for Sustainable 

Housing of Buffalo (PUSH) who hold the lease for the city-owned building. 

Previously a public library, 271 Grant Street is home to PUSH's youth drop-in center. 

Currently, accessibility renovations including the installation of an elevator are 

paused due to Covid-19 regulations. The CAC continues to meet with PUSH to 

finalize an MOU and plans to move after renovations are complete. The partnership 

with PUSH Buffalo is critical to the sustainability of the CAC as a provider of 

educational programming on the West Side of Buffalo.  
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 CAC’s  Citizenship Day Service Event provided 32 Buffalo State students,                  

six community members, and five faculty and staff with an opportunity to 

learn from and support new American citizens. Speakers Louise Sano 

and Juweria Dahir spoke about their experiences immigrating to the United 

States and their journeys to become citizens. CAC students who recently 

gained their citizenship were recognized as well as CAC students currently 

studying to become citizens. Participants joined in an activity to create 

welcoming buttons to donate to Buffalo Public School teachers to show 

support for their newcomer students (Susu Tway pictured). One hundred 

percent of participants agreed that the New Citizens Day's Service Event 

inspired them to learn more about multilingual communities.   



 

 

 

 

 

CAC Staff: 
Maureen McCarthy, Director 

Jenny Serniuk, Program Coordinator 

Jordain Moore, AmeriCorps VISTA 

Nteziryayo Colette, AmeriCorps VISTA 

Diantha Watts, Executive Director, 

Educational Pipelines Initiatives  

AmeriCorps ABLEs:  
Alec Eichelkraut  

Kimberly Buehlmann 

Mi Reh  

Myo Win 

Julia Erbacher 

CAC Work Study: 
Michael Maung  

Susu Tway 

Kim Buehlmann 

As a Podelefsky AmeriCorps member, Kim 

served 300 hours at the CAC from 

November 2018-November 2019. As a 

teacher candidate in Exceptional Education, 

she brought a wealth of skills to her term of 

service.  Kim’s dedication and commitment 

was highlighted during her role as a 

teaching assistant with our summer 2019 

Buffalo Beginnings program with former refugee youth. During the program 

she participated with a fearless enthusiasm and interest in getting to know our 

new students and told new Buffalo Beginnings volunteers “Don’t be afraid. 

Stay open to new ideas and things that may be different from yours.”    

AmeriCorps Spotlight 

 CAC Team 


